


Finally, as Ms. Fellows also confirmed in the same email, you agreed to limit this request to only 
emails, email attachments, and Outlook calendar records. You agreed to exclude the various 
other types of non-email records that were listed in the original request submission (including 
"text messages, or messages on messaging platforms- such as Slack, GChat or Google 
Hangouts, Lyne, Skype, WhatsApp, Twitter Direct Messages, or Facebook Messenger"). 

In HQ-2020-00053-F, you requested: 

All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments, text 
messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google 
Hangouts, Lyne, Skype, or WhatsApp ), telephone call logs, calendar invitations, 
calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational material, draft 
legislation, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any 
oral communications, summaries of any oral communications, or other materials) 
between (a) the DOE officials specified below and (b) any of external individuals 
or organizations listed below. 

Specified DOE Officials: 

i. Secretary Rick Perry
ii. Deputy Secretary Dan Brouillette
iii. Farmer Chief of Staff Brian McCormack
iv. Anyone currently serving in the capacity of Chief of Staff
v. Under Secretary Mark Menezes
vi. Samuel Buchan, Special Adviser
vii. William Cooper, General Counsel
viii. Paul Tumminia, Senior Advisor, Office of Russian and Eurasian Affairs
ix. Anyone serving in the capacity of White House Advisor or Liaison

External individuals and entities: 

i. Naftogaz, including anyone with an email address ending in
naftogaz.com or naftogaz-europe.com
ii. Andrew Favorov
iii. Igor Fruman
iv. Lev Parnas
v. Harry Sargeant III
vi. 45 Energy Group, including anyone with an email address ending in
45energygroup.com
vii. Healy Baumgardner
viii. SigmaBleyzer, including anyone with an email address ending in
sigmableyzer.com
ix. The Bleyzer Foundation, including anyone with an email address
ending in bleyzerfoundation.org
x. Michael Bleyzer
xi. Robert Bensh, including anyone with an email address ending in
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robetibensh.net or robertbensh.org 

Please produce all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date the 
search is conducted. 

Both requests were assigned to DOE's Office of the Executive Secretariat (ES) to conduct a 
search of its files for responsive documents. 

For HQ-2019-01236-F, DOE started its search on August 19, 2019, which is the cut-off date for 
responsive documents. For HQ-2020-00053-F, DOE started its search on November 27, 2019, 
which is the cut-off date for responsive documents. At this time, DOE has identified eighteen 
(18) documents responsive to your request.

Upon review, it was noted that certain documents contained equities from the International Trade 
Administration (ITA). These documents have been redacted in part for review by IT A. All other 
documents are being released to you as described in the accompanying index. 

Upon review, DOE has determined that certain information should be withheld in the documents 
pursuant to Exemptions 4 and 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) and (b)(6). 

Exemption 4 of the FOIA protects "trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person [that is] privileged or confidential." 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). This exemption 
is intended to protect the interests of both the Government and submitters of information. 
Exemption 4 affords protection to submitters who provide trade secrets, or commercial or 
financial information to the Government by safeguarding them from the competitive 
disadvantages that could result from disclosure. The exemption covers two broad categories of 
information in Federal agency records: 1) trade secrets, and 2) information that is (a) commercial 
or financial and (b) obtained from a person, and ( c) privileged and confidential. 

The information withheld under Exemption 4 includes sensitive commercial and financial 
information that is maintained in confidence by the submitters and is not available in public 
sources. The proprietary information withheld includes descriptions of business strategies and 
information that would reveal the identities of certain clients and investors in violation of the 
submitters" duty of confidentiality or contractual obligations. Furthermore, disclosure may 
curtail companies from providing such information to the government in the future. For these 
reasons, this information is being withheld. 

Exemption 6 generally is referred to as the "personal privacy" exemption; it provides that the 
disclosure requirements ofFOIA do not apply to "personnel and medical files and similar files 
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." 
5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6). In applying Exemption 6, DOE considered: 1) whether a significant 
privacy interest would be invaded; 2) whether the release of the information would further the 
public interest by shedding light on the operations or activities of the Government; and 3) 
whether in balancing the privacy interests against the public interest, disclosure would constitute 
a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. 
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INDEX 

Request#: HQ-2019-01236-F 
HQ-2020-00053-F 

Fiual response for request from Mr. Austin Evers for HQ-2019-01236-F: 

All communications (including emails, email attachments, calendar 
invitations, text messages, or messages on messaging platforms- such as 
Slack, GChat or Google Hangouts, Lyne, Skype, WhatsApp, Twitter Direct 
Messages, or Facebook Messenger) or calendar entries involving (a) 
Secretary Rick Perry, or anyone serving on his behalf including Chiefs of 
Staff, assistants, or schedulers, and (b) Michael Bleyzer, Natasha Bleyzer, 

anyone communicating on their behalf, or anyone associated with 
SigmaBleyzer (sigmableyzer.com). 

Please provide all responsive records from March 2, 2017, through the date 
the search is conducted. 

As Ms. Rachel Fellows of this office confirmed in an email on August 14, 2019, you 
instructed DOE to search any email records in the to, from, copy, and blind copy fields for 
the following two (2) terms: 

- "Bleyzer" OR
- "sigmableyzer.com"

As Ms. Fellows confirmed in the same email, you also agreed to establish a comprehensive 
list of DOE employees for this request, to be comprised of the following individuals: 
Secretary Perry, Chief of Staff Brian McCormack, Luke Wallwork, and Stan Gerdes. 

Finally, as Ms. Fellows also confirmed in the same email, you agreed to limit this request to 
only emails, email attachments, and Outlook calendar records. You agreed to exclude the 
various other types of non-email records that were listed in the original request submission 
(including "text messages, or messages on messaging platforms- such as Slack, GChat or 
Google Hangouts, Lyne, Skype, WhatsApp, Twitter Direct Messages, or Facebook 
Messenger"). 

Final response for request from Mr. Austin Evers for HQ-2020-00053-F: 

All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments, text 
messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google 
Hangouts, Lyne, Skype, or WhatsApp ), telephone call logs, calendar invitations, 
calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational material, draft 
legislation, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any 
oral communications, summaries of any oral communications, or other materials) 

between (a) the DOE officials specified below and (b) any of external individuals 
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or organizations listed below. 

Specified DOE Officials: 

i. Secretary Rick Perry
ii. Deputy Secretary Dan Brouillette
iii. Former Chief of Staff Brian McCormack
iv. Anyone currently serving in the capacity of Chief of Staff
v. Under Secretary Mark Menezes
vi. Samuel Buchan, Special Adviser
vii. William Cooper, General Counsel
viii. Paul Tumminia, Senior Advisor, Office of Russian and Eurasian Affairs
ix. Anyone serving in the capacity of White House Advisor or Liaison

External individuals and entities: 

i. Naftogaz, including anyone with an email address ending in
naftogaz.com or naftogaz-europe.com
ii. Andrew Favorov
iii. Igor Fruman
iv. Lev Parnas
v. Harry Sargeant III
vi. 45 Energy Group, including anyone with an email address ending in
45energygroup.com
vii. Healy Baumgardner
viii. SigmaBleyzer, including anyone with an email address ending in
sigmableyzer.com
ix. The Bleyzer Foundation, including anyone with an email address
ending in bleyzerfoundation.org
x. Michael Bleyzer
xi. Robert Bensh, including anyone with an email address ending in
robertbensh.net or robertbensh.org

Please produce all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date the 
search is conducted. 

DOE's Office of the Executive Secretariat (ES) has completed its search and has located 
eighteen (18) documents responsive to your request. 

• One (1) document is being transferred in its entirety to the International Trade
Administration (!TA), therefore, I have transferred this document to ITAfor processing
and direct response to you.

• Seven (7) documents are being released in their entirety.
• Three (3) documents are being released in part pursuant to Exemption (b)(4).
• Seven (7) documents are being released in part pursuant to Exemption (b)(6).
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