
Sheriff Corey Helton 
Lea County Sheriff's Office 
1417 S. Commercial Street 

Lovington, NM 88260 
(575) 396-8200

REQUEST TO INSPECT PUBLIC RECORDS 
Solicitud para tomar vista de expedientes 

To:  Custodian of Records 
1417 S. Commercial Street 
Lovington, NM 88260 
Fax: (575 396-8262 
Email: lcsorecords@leacounty.net 

REQUESTING PERSON (solicitante): 

Name (Nombre): 
Date of Birth (Fecha de nacimiento): 
Drivers License No. & State of Issue (Núm. de licencis de conducir y estado): 
Address (domicilio):  
Phone Number (núm. Telefónico): or Fax No. (núm de facsímil): 

I would like to review and/or copy the following documents: (describe with "reasonable particularity," 
i.e., date of the incident, location of the incident, the person involved, date of arrest, arrest charge(s), or
name of the person arrested).
Me gustaria tomar vista de los siguientes expedientes: (describa detalles particulares, p.ej., fecha del
incidente, ubicación del incidente, participantes, fecha de arresto, cargos, nombre y apellido del
arrestado).

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Any person receiving this information from the Lea County Sheriff's Office assumes full responsibility for 
complying with all applicable laws and regulations concerning dissemination. 
Toda persona que reciba información de expedientes por parte de este departamento asume la 
responsabilidad completa de actuar en conformidad con el derecho en vigor y con los reglamentos 
pertinentes a la difusión de tal información. 

The Lea County Sheriff's Office assumes no responsibility for the misuse of this information by any 
person or agencies not under the control of the Lea County Sheriff's Office. 



Esta dependencia no asume responsabilidad por el mal uso de la misma por personas o ogencias que no 
estén baio la supervisión de LCSO. 

If you do not maintain these public documents, please provide below the proper custodian's name and 
address. Thank you. 
Si acaso usted no va a harcerse cargo de los expedientes, tenga la bondad de detallar el nombre, apellido 
y domicilio de quien se hará responsable de estos. 

Requestor Signature (firma del solicitante): Date (fecha): 

Received Via (via de transmisión): 
WALK-IN (en persona)/ USPS/ FED-EX/ EMAIL/ FAX 

Date and Time (fecha y hora):  

LCSO Processing Person (representante de LCSO): 

Date (fecha): 

Returned By (devuelto por):  

Date and Time (fecha y hora):  

File/Case# (# de expediente o caso): 

/s/ Taylor Stoneman
09/14/2022

Email



   1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005   |   AmericanOversight.org 

September 14, 2022 

VIA EMAIL/ONLINE PORTAL 

Lea County Sheriff ’s Office 
Custodian of  Records 
1417 S. Commercial Street 
Lovington, NM 88260 
lcsorecords@leacounty.net 

Re: Public Records Act Request 

Dear Custodian of  Public Records: 

Pursuant to the New Mexico Inspection of  Public Records Act (IPRA), NMSA 1978, 
Chapter 14, Article 2, American Oversight makes the following request for copies of  
public records.  

Requested Records 

American Oversight requests that your office produce the following records within 
three business days:1  

All email communications (including emails, email attachments, complete email 
chains, calendar invitations, and calendar invitation attachments) and text 
messages or messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google 
Hangouts, Lync, Skype, Twitter direct messages, Facebook messages, WhatsApp, 
Signal, Telegram, or Parler) between Sheriff  Corey Helton and the specified 
external persons listed below (including, but not limited to, communications 
from the email addresses or domains specified below). 

1. Catherine Engelbrecht, or anyone from True the Vote (@truethevote.org or
@truethevote.com)

2. Anyone from Protect America Now (@protectamericanow.com)
3. Gregg Phillips (gregg@opsec.group or @patriotgames.com), or anyone from

OPSEC Group LLC (@opsec.group)
4. David Clements (davidkclements13@protonmail.com or

dkc@theprofessorsrecord.com)
5. Erin Clements [née Erin Hughes] (erin.hughs@yahoo.com)

Please provide all responsive records from April 1, 2022, through the date the 
search is conducted. 

1 If the inspection is not permitted within three business days, please explain in writing 
when the records will be available or when you will respond to the request and make the 
records available no later than fifteen days after receipt of this request. NMSA § 14-2-8. 
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Please notify American Oversight of  any anticipated fees or costs in excess of  $100 
prior to incurring such costs or fee. 

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of  Requested Records 

In connection with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following 
guidance regarding the scope of  the records sought and the search and processing of  
records: 

§ Please search all locations and systems likely to have responsive records,
regardless of  format, medium, or physical characteristics. For instance, if  the
request seeks “communications,” please search all locations likely to contain
communications, including relevant hard-copy files, correspondence files,
appropriate locations on hard drives and shared drives, emails, text messages or
other direct messaging systems (such as iMessage, WhatsApp, Signal, or
Twitter direct messages), voicemail messages, instant messaging systems such as
Lync or ICQ, and shared messages systems such as Slack.

§ In conducting your search, please understand the terms “record,” “document,”
and “information” in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed,
recorded, graphic, printed, or audio material of  any kind. We seek records of
any kind, including electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, and photographs,
as well as letters, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages and
transcripts, notes, or minutes of  any meetings, telephone conversations or
discussions.

§ Our request for records includes any attachments to those records or other
materials enclosed with those records when they were previously transmitted.
To the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes all
prior messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any attachments to
the email.

§ Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding
agency business. Do not exclude records regarding agency business contained in
files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of  your officials, such as
personal email accounts or text messages. Records of  official business conducted
using unofficial systems or stored outside of  official files are subject to the
IPRA.2

§ In the event some portions of  the requested records are properly exempt from
disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of

2 See Office of the New Mexico Attorney General, Inspection of Public Records Act 
Compliance Guide at 26 (8th ed. 2015) (“if email is used to conduct public business, the 
email is a public record even though a personal account is used”). 



 
 

  
  NM-LEA-22-0989 

- 3 -    

the requested records.3 If  a request is denied in whole, please state specifically 
why it is not reasonable to segregate portions of  the record for release. 

§ Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request 
are not deleted by the agency before the completion of  processing for this 
request. If  records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be located 
on systems where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled 
basis, please take steps to prevent that deletion, including, as appropriate, by 
instituting a litigation hold on those records. 

If  you have any questions regarding how to construe this request for records or believe 
that further discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more 
efficient production of  records of  interest to American Oversight, please do not hesitate 
to contact American Oversight to discuss this request. American Oversight welcomes 
an opportunity to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur 
search or duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight and 
your agency can decrease the likelihood of  costly and time-consuming litigation in the 
future. 

Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. 
Alternatively, please provide responsive material in native format or in PDF format on a 
USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American 
Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If  it will 
accelerate release of  responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide 
responsive material on a rolling basis. 

Conclusion 
 
American Oversight is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with the mission to promote transparency 
in government, to educate the public about government activities, and to ensure the 
accountability of government officials. American Oversight uses the information 
gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public through reports, press releases, or 
other media. American Oversight also makes materials it gathers available on its public 
website and promotes their availability on social media platforms, such as Facebook and 
Twitter.4 
 
We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American 
Oversight looks forward to working with your agency on this request. If  you do not 

 
3 NMSA § 14-2-9(A). 
4 American Oversight currently has approximately 16,000 followers on Facebook and 
119,100 followers on Twitter. American Oversight, Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.com/weareoversight/ (last visited Sept. 13, 2022); American 
Oversight (@weareoversight), Twitter, https://twitter.com/weareoversight (last 
visited Sept. 13, 2022). 
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understand any part of  this request, please contact Taylor Stoneman at 
records@americanoversight.org or (202) 848-1319. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /s/ Taylor Stoneman 

Taylor Stoneman 
on behalf of 
American Oversight 
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